
DISABLED IN CORONAVIRUS 

CRISIS — RAISING QUESTIONS, LOOKING FOR         

SOLUTIONS 

“My access to the world 

is the phone...he 

just took the phone and 

put it somewhere 

 where I couldn’t get it… 

I couldn’t yell enough 

to attract anyone.  

It was a nightmare ” . 

 

name of survivor withheld for 

safety reasons 
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Approximately 300 million women around the world have mental and physical disabilities.  

Prevention, Preparedness and Response 

to Disabled Needs in Coronavirus Crisis 

Human Rights Watch (HRW)  notes that disabled women and girls face the same 

spectrum of human rights abuses that non-disabled women face, but their social 

isolation and dependence magnifies these abuses and their consequences. At the 

time when people are advised to stay home, the disabled face a new challenge by 

being exposed to isolation from the outside world in constant presence of their 

unpaid care givers. The statistics show though that most often the perpetrators of 

abuse against disabled women include family members, intimate partners, care-

givers, and peers. Behind close doors, what happens at the time of coronavirus 

epidemics with disabled? Do they have the needed access to services and/or do 

they experience new abuse deprived with restrictions of access to medical and 

social care and communication with the outside world?  

Envisioning specifics of disability in services 
For planning of services, detailed knowledge of which disabled persons are facing 

which barriers to access services is very important.  

With current lots of emergencies do governments not let disabled behind? 

We all are humans—but are we human enough? 
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Do We Reduce or Strengthen    
Disability in Our Societies? 
Disability is not only about impairment but can be defined as an interaction be-

tween impairment, environment and personal factors. 

OHCHR adopts a comprehensive definition of what constitutes violence against 

women and girls with disabilities in accordance with international human rights 

standards and as articulated by disability organizations; it thus encompasses 

“violence accomplished by physical force, legal compulsion, economic coer-

cion, intimidation, psychological manipulation, deception, and misinfor-

mation, and in which absence of free and informed consent is a key analyti-

cal component.” 

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities recognizes that women 

and girls with disabilities are often at greater risk, both within and outside the 

home, of violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment 

or exploitation, and expresses concern about the difficult conditions faced by per-

sons with disabilities who are subject to multiple or aggravated forms of discrimi-

nation”. 

Who controls or comes in touch with women with disabilities to see if they are 

properly treated, provided with the care and medications they need, properly fed 

and not abused?         

Are there any governmental measures specifically tailored for them? 

What about measures to prevent violence against women with disabilities 

and protect them from eventual new forms of abuse by shortages in        

supplies and services? 

That Should Not Happen 

any more 

Coronavirus: Disabled boy dies 

in China after father quarantined 

Two officials in China have been 

removed from their posts after a 

teenager with cerebral palsy died 

when his father - and sole carer - 

was quarantined for suspected 

coronavirus. 

 

Yan Cheng, 16, was found dead 

on Wednesday, a week after his 

father and brother were placed in 

quarantine. 

The boy was fed only twice during 

this time, according to reports. 

On-site training is likely to go on 
online but not to stop. 

Police, Social and Health services, Judiciary, Educators and Civil Society activists 
come together to agree best ways to collaborate. 



Training of 
professionals 

Research shows scare 

data on disability sensi-

tive training of profes-

sionals and, at the 

same time, defines the 

need of such. 

The main goal of 

VIVIEN, REC-AG-

2017/REC-RDAP-GBV

-AG-2017, is to contrib-

ute to fill the gap of 

disability-sensitive 

training. 

It aims at improving the 

competence of profes-

sionals (police, judicial 

system, school, health 

and welfare system) 

who have first contact 

with women at risk or 

victim of violence, with 

special emphasis on 

the disabled: avoiding 

secondary victimiza-

tion, reducing stereo-

types, learning how to 

treat victims properly, 

enabling them to early 

detect violence and to 

develop models for 

raising the competence 

of professionals trans-

ferable to other coun-

tries. 

The project coordinator 

Giolli Cooperativa and 

its partners from Italy—

University of Parma 

and ACAV, Bulgaria— 

Eyes on Four Paws 

foundation and NCh 

“Sv.Sv. Kiril I Methodij 

1924”, Croatia — 

B.a.B.e. and Finland—

0University SAMK, 

work on it together. 

The International Training for Multipliers in Bulgaria 25-27 February 2020 — civil contribution to training 
of professionals for better response to the needs of disabled women and girls, victims of violence. 
NGOs and universities transferring good practices and tools consulted by disabled relevant to their ap-

peal “Nothing About Us Without Us”. 

Disabled women in institutions 
Because many disabled women are placed in institutions by families who are 

unwilling or unable to care for them, the institutional setting is a common 

place for abuse.   

Who controls what happens in institutions now? 

Among other forms of abuse, literature shows that institutional abuse includes: 

• forced sex with workers, caretakers, or other residents 

• being beaten, slapped, or hurt 

• being locked in a room alone 

• forced medication (tranquilizers) or restricted medication 

• watching other people be abused or hurt 

• being tied down or put in restraints 

• being undernourished or kept in cold 



Contact Us 

 

Contact us for more     

information about VIVIEN 

project and products  

 

vivien@giollicoop.it  

 

e4p@abv.bg 

 

alya.veder@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.vivienproject.eu  

Persons with Disability 

Not many people know that the defined by the UN as the largest minority group , 

the persons with disabilities, have got their global protection by the Convention on 

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities only in 2007.  

For comparison:  

 the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) - in 1948,  

 the Convention on the Rights of the Child  - 1989 (the most widely ratified 

international human rights treaty in history ). 

According to Human Rights Watch (HRW), disabled women and girls face the 

same spectrum of human rights abuses that non-disabled women face, but their 

social isolation and dependence magnifies these abuses and their consequences.   

Because women with disabilities are more isolated than most underrepresented 

groups, their plight typically has not been addressed.  

Women with disabilities therefore warrant unique attention when examining 

abuse and violence in the world. 
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